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Business profile ..
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Faulkenbery’s Bridal

We aeked Meridian business soners fo fill
owt questicarraires abont themzelves aud their
ok, Sost e GestioNs aere Serlons, some
e fat for M

Koy Faulhenbery ia the cwner of
Faulkenberys Bridal, on the aguare in
Philadelphia.

Sive and her husbard, Dwight, live in
FPhiladelphin and Tupele ard aifend
Fodnonie Baptiss Chaercl, where Deight 42
the paster Kay has tewe children, 264emr-ald
Wendy aud 33-pear-old Sam,

Ky is a member of Proverts 31 Woowen's
Ministry and Pathway Misistry,

By Kay Faulkenbery
special to The Siar

Firsi, ihe fun

A mewie aboot oy e would be called
“Bunaway Bride” because no matter how
miamy weildings she prepared for . 1 eould
b el ressed ber beautifully for cach onel

My business
& We sell bridal wear, formal wear, per-

aonilized gifts for the entire wedding party
and a complete Ene of bridal accessories.

= How it started? My husband of 20
years, i Mooreville minister, tragically died
of lymphoma five weeks after he was ding-
noaed. [ never expected to marey again but,
six years later, | was teaching a women's
Bible conference and met my futwre hus-
band, Dwight Faulkenbery, wha was also a
minister. We've been married for four years.

Drwight owned a home in Philadelphia
and 1 owned a home and a bridal shop in
Tupelo. We both kept owur houses and
that's when | apened another ahop in
FPhiladelphia.

= Mo, of emplovess: Foar (10 full4ime in
Tupelo)

What [ think

= The best piece of professional advice |
ever received was from my dad, whao said,
*Reinvest your profts back into your busi-
ness and do your best not (o borrow money.”

= What [ look for in emplovees is indi-
viduals who are energetic, love pecple and
are easily motivated. The employes wha's
been with me the longest is Andrea

[ CAN'T IMAGINE

e A day without water.

A wesk without reading my Bible
arvd having a quist time with my Lord,
B A yvear without sseing my family

Mitchell, my stepdaughters, our store man-
ager. She's worked for me for four years.

* The best thing that happened ar oy
business this vear was good growth and
excellent emplovess — and it's becoming
mare proditalle.

* The hig’guﬂl -'."|!|ﬂ.||-.'r'|_u:|' my Buisimess
faces in the coming year is maintaining
stealy sales during the slower, late summer
micanths.

A letter from home

# Has Sept. 11 amd the 5% War an
Terror changed this countey? Yes, people
are more cautious about spending money.

* Has it toasched my family’s life? We're
very apgreciative of car troaps and the price
they are paving for us to have a business,

& [ | have |':|'I:'|]:-|||].'|'|':‘: i the Guard or
Reserve? Sara Waltman, one of our
employess, hias a fance acrving in Irag.

& My message for the troops: “We're
prayimg for your safety and we're grateful for
all they e
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LOVE FROM HOME

Hodly Dennia, a student at Highland Baptist Church Chilld
Devaloprent Senter, drew thiz pleture. Holly, 5, I the
daughter of Steve and Dee Dennls. The chikdren at the
center were asked to create a mezaage to the troops
through thelr arbwork.

ILLUETRATENN EW HOLLY DENMIG

SUBNITTEDR FHOTD

BRAGGING ON ROBBIE
2qt. James B, “Robbis” Vickers of Chunky, a membser of the
Mississippi Army Mational Guard™s 150th Combat Enginaar
Battalion, halds his grandson, Clay, Here is what his wifa,
Cana, wrate about him: “Robbie has sarvad in the 150th for
mara than 24 years, This is his first call to active duty, He is
prowd to serva his country in Irag, to haelp promote freadom
for thase pacphke who have lived under horrible conditions
for 5o long. His primary driving force for serving bis country
is his family — assuring that his grandson, Clay, will be able
to grow up without the fear of terrorism hare, in his own
cauntry, Alsa, for the second grandshild wa are axpecting,
Robbia is my husband and that's why | am writing with all
the pricke that a wife could possible have for har husband,
Wa will calebrate our sighth anniversary soon and he has
haan the "wind bareath my wings' every day since 've

kraaw him,”

Philadelphia

From page 1

— the 208th Composite Bat-
talicn, the 298th Service Bat-
talion amdd the 208th Maeintenance
Battalion,

O sepd. 1, 1994, the umit
became the 2888h Corps Support
Baktalion. lt= current designation
and responsibilities include pro-
viding support in transportation,
ammunition, supply and scrvice
and maintenance,

In December 2000, the bat-
talion was aclivated (o support
Operation ragi Freedom and

was deployed to [rag in Febroary
2004 — supporiing many units,
including the lat Infantey Divi
sion and elements of the LS.
Marine Corps. The unit returned
Lo Philadelphia in January.

Also stationed in Philadelphia
is Detachment 1 of the 36Tih
Maintenance Company of the
Mississippi  Army  Maticnal
Guard. The mission of the 2467t
while deployed in lrag was to
suppert  the new  Sryker
Brigade.

The Stryker is a wheeled,
armored wehicle, resembling a
tank. [i is named in honor of twa

Medal of Honor recipients: Ple.
Stuart 5. Strvker, who served in
World War 11, and Spe. Robert F
Stryker, who servid in Vietnam.

The 36Tth provided mainte-
nance and repair parts for the
Stryker wehicles. The Stryker
Hrigade is the firat of its Kind
deploved in cornbat and the
367th was selected to provide
raintenance for the team.

The unit wars originally author-
ized in Dve Kalb in Febroary 14956
andd was arganized as Tank Com-
pany, Second Battalion, 108th
Armored Calvary Regiment.

The unit Later was designated

Company 1, First Mediom Tank
Blattalion, 198th Arroor on May 1,
1859 and was redesipnated in
1963 as Company A, Ist Bat-
talion, 198th Armoer, 31st Infaniry
Diwision.

A recrganization in
Movember 1965 designated the
unit as the TEGEh Transpoe tation
Company, 150th Transportation
Biattalion.

(i Feb 15, 1968, the unit was
resrganized as a platoon of the
HTth Heavy Equipment Mainte-
nance Corppany and was given
its present designation on Feb |,
1972,

Angel

afficer for the name of the slain
soldier, to which the officer
replied, "I'm soery, [ dont have
that information.”

He told us that an angel is
alwavs the last passenger to
beardd an aircraft amd the first one
1o exit. The officer also asked us
to stand at attention when the
honor detail brought the cashke
anboard,

As a white panel truck slowhy
biacked to the alrerafts ramp, the
Might crew and other grownd per-
sonnel assembled themsehes ina
line formation on the tarmac. A
few moments later, 1 could hear
the truck™s rear sliding dooer
meving up the metal rollers to
revenl a flag-draped aluminum
casket.

O of the officers called the
group to attention, and the casket
wira carefully removed from the

truchk. O the of feer's call, wie all
stood  stobcally erect, [ can't
innagine a single person semuch
&5 twitching an eye. Even the con-
tractor stoodd awkwardly UM as
he steaddled  his  baggage
bepween his leges an the oo,

Alter saluting our deceasend
comrale, the line of of ieers dis
persed, and the hanor detail
sarapped the easket to the deck of
the alrcralt. | took my seat again
— this time with a blue Geld of
white stars resting divectly before
e at my feet.

The rear ramp of the aircraf
slowly elewvated and locked into
place, and the crew chief extin-
gutiahed all white lights within the
cabin. After momentary dark-
ne=s, several dim night-vision
baulbs illuminated and bathed the
gray walla of the interior in green
incandescence.

The aura of these subtle Hghis
transformed our sterile gray
cabin inte a sacred, holy

chamber, and it left me reverently
silent in the moment.

Lost in thought

& few minutes later, as [
|'|l.:||:'|.1'||.'|'] my |.'.'||'|'|||'ﬂ air field in
Irag for the Last dime, [ did ot
notice the adrplane Tfing from
the grownd. | was completely lnat
i the stolen dreeams prema-
turely taken from my nameless
comraie.

Ciwer an o Tater, when the
adreralt lander] i Kuwait, the rear
hately opened again aned & slight
breeze caught the large Amer-
ican fMag hanging from the ceiling
abowe my fallen biother, thuas
bringing my attention back to
earih.

Within the next fow weeks,
as meimnbers of Operation Tragi
Freedom 1 return home, and to
our “noemal” routines in society,
iy haepe is that the work of
these rany valiant soldiers and

Marines will be successfully
realized.

Virtually everyvone 've el
wlvo participated fn this endeaor
has earmestly tried to assiat in
buitlding Irag's fedgling demoe-
racy and help create a model of
freedom for this |'1'H'i-::ul af e
worbd. We all hawe faith that owr
elforts are not in vain.

Doy after arviving in Kuwait, |
still couldn't shake the experi-
envce of my last Sight from lrag.
I'm often rerninded of Misais-
sippt's heroes who have aleeady
taken this final ride home

Finally, a= [ thumbed through
the pages of Stars and Steipes one
merning, | was able to Gnd the
name of my [allen comrade. St
lat Class Todd Gibbs, 37, of
Lutkin, Texas, rest assured that in
my rindd, your name will always
reside alongside Mississippits
own [allen angels.

Your devotion and sacrifice
will not be forgotten.

»

RLUSTRATION BY JARED AUSSELL

91ST ENGINEER
BATTALION

Jared Russell is a Tith-grade student at
Mewtan County Elemantary School. His
drawing is in honor of his uncle, Spe,

Robert Slaughter of the Mississipp Army
Mational Guard's 913t Engineer Battalion,
2l Brigade, 1t Calvary Division, Slaughter
lives in Meridian with his wite, Cindy, and
daughiers Inger, Bonnie and Anskey. He
araduated Trem Mississipp State University

Ripssell

with a degres in landscape architesbune and has been
awarded an artistic fellowship af the Savannah College of Art
arvd Design based on his senior project — which was about
b Mistorical praservation of downiown Mearidian, He
deployed to Iraq in January 2004, His tour has been extended
e, bt e i2 axpected 1o eium home Belons the emd

al this manth.




